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			Every month, I spend hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars keeping The Marginalian going. For seventeen years, it has remained free and ad-free and alive thanks to patronage from readers. I have no staff, no interns, not even an assistant — a thoroughly one-woman labor of love that is also my life and my livelihood. If this labor makes your own life more livable in any way, please consider aiding its sustenance with a one-time or loyal donation. Your support makes all the difference.


			MONTHLY DONATION


							
					♥ $3 / month

					♥ $5 / month

					♥ $7 / month

					♥ $10 / month

					♥ $25 / month

				

				START NOW

			
      ONE-TIME DONATION


			You can also become a spontaneous supporter with a one-time donation in any amount:


							GIVE NOW

			
      BITCOIN DONATION


      
        Partial to Bitcoin? You can beam some bit-love my way: 197usDS6AsL9wDKxtGM6xaWjmR5ejgqem7
      


      Need to cancel a recurring donation? Go here.
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		Sunday newsletter
		The Marginalian has a free Sunday digest of the week's most mind-broadening and heart-lifting reflections spanning art, science, poetry, philosophy, and other tendrils of our search for truth, beauty, meaning, and creative vitality. Here's an example. Like? Claim yours:


		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					

					

				

			

		

	


	
	
		midweek newsletter
		Also: Because The Marginalian is well into its second decade and because I write primarily about ideas of timeless nourishment, each Wednesday I dive into the archive and resurface from among the thousands of essays one worth resavoring. Subscribe to this free midweek pick-me-up for heart, mind, and spirit below — it is separate from the standard Sunday digest of new pieces:
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[image: 17 Life-Learnings from 17 Years of The Marginalian]17 Life-Learnings from 17 Years of The Marginalian

[image: Hannah Arendt on Love and How to Live with the Fundamental Fear of Loss]Hannah Arendt on Love and How to Live with the Fundamental Fear of Loss

[image: Trial, Triumph, and the Art of the Possible: The Remarkable Story Behind Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”]Trial, Triumph, and the Art of the Possible: The Remarkable Story Behind Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”

[image: Resolutions for a Life Worth Living: Attainable Aspirations Inspired by Great Humans of the Past]Resolutions for a Life Worth Living: Attainable Aspirations Inspired by Great Humans of the Past

[image: Emily Dickinson’s Electric Love Letters to Susan Gilbert]Emily Dickinson’s Electric Love Letters to Susan Gilbert

[image: The Courage to Be Yourself: E.E. Cummings on Art, Life, and Being Unafraid to Feel]The Courage to Be Yourself: E.E. Cummings on Art, Life, and Being Unafraid to Feel

[image: Singularity: Marie Howe’s Ode to Stephen Hawking, Our Cosmic Belonging, and the Meaning of Home, in a Stunning Animated Short Film]Singularity: Marie Howe’s Ode to Stephen Hawking, Our Cosmic Belonging, and the Meaning of Home, in a Stunning Animated Short Film

[image: How Kepler Invented Science Fiction and Defended His Mother in a Witchcraft Trial While Revolutionizing Our Understanding of the Universe]How Kepler Invented Science Fiction and Defended His Mother in a Witchcraft Trial While Revolutionizing Our Understanding of the Universe

[image: Rebecca Solnit’s Lovely Letter to Children About How Books Solace, Empower, and Transform Us]Rebecca Solnit’s Lovely Letter to Children About How Books Solace, Empower, and Transform Us

[image: Fixed vs. Growth: The Two Basic Mindsets That Shape Our Lives]Fixed vs. Growth: The Two Basic Mindsets That Shape Our Lives

[image: In Praise of the Telescopic Perspective: A Reflection on Living Through Turbulent Times]In Praise of the Telescopic Perspective: A Reflection on Living Through Turbulent Times

[image: A Stoic’s Key to Peace of Mind: Seneca on the Antidote to Anxiety]A Stoic’s Key to Peace of Mind: Seneca on the Antidote to Anxiety

[image: The Writing of “Silent Spring”: Rachel Carson and the Culture-Shifting Courage to Speak Inconvenient Truth to Power]The Writing of “Silent Spring”: Rachel Carson and the Culture-Shifting Courage to Speak Inconvenient Truth to Power

[image: A Rap on Race: Margaret Mead and James Baldwin’s Rare Conversation on Forgiveness and the Difference Between Guilt and Responsibility]A Rap on Race: Margaret Mead and James Baldwin’s Rare Conversation on Forgiveness and the Difference Between Guilt and Responsibility

[image: The Science of Stress and How Our Emotions Affect Our Susceptibility to Burnout and Disease]The Science of Stress and How Our Emotions Affect Our Susceptibility to Burnout and Disease

[image: Mary Oliver on What Attention Really Means and Her Moving Elegy for Her Soul Mate]Mary Oliver on What Attention Really Means and Her Moving Elegy for Her Soul Mate

[image: Rebecca Solnit on Hope in Dark Times, Resisting the Defeatism of Easy Despair, and What Victory Really Means for Movements of Social Change]Rebecca Solnit on Hope in Dark Times, Resisting the Defeatism of Easy Despair, and What Victory Really Means for Movements of Social Change
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  Famous Writers' Sleep Habits vs. Literary Productivity, Visualized
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  7 Life-Learnings from 7 Years of Brain Pickings, Illustrated
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  Anaïs Nin on Love, Hand-Lettered by Debbie Millman
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  Anaïs Nin on Real Love, Illustrated by Debbie Millman
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  Susan Sontag on Love: Illustrated Diary Excerpts
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  Susan Sontag on Art: Illustrated Diary Excerpts
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  Albert Camus on Happiness and Love, Illustrated by Wendy MacNaughton
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  The Holstee Manifesto
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  The Silent Music of the Mind: Remembering Oliver Sacks
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		donating = loving
		Every month, I spend hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars keeping The Marginalian going. For seventeen years, it has remained free and ad-free and alive thanks to patronage from readers. I have no staff, no interns, not even an assistant — a thoroughly one-woman labor of love that is also my life and my livelihood. If this labor makes your own life more livable in any way, please consider aiding its sustenance with a one-time or loyal donation. Your support makes all the difference.


		
			Monthly donation


							
					♥ $3 / month

					♥ $5 / month

					♥ $7 / month

					♥ $10 / month

					♥ $25 / month

				


				START NOW

					


		
			One-time donation


			You can also become a spontaneous supporter with a one-time donation in any amount:


							GIVE NOW

					


    


    BITCOIN DONATION


    
      Partial to Bitcoin? You can beam some bit-love my way: 197usDS6AsL9wDKxtGM6xaWjmR5ejgqem7
    


    CANCEL MONTHLY SUPPORT


    
      Need to cancel an existing donation? (It's okay — life changes course. I treasure your kindness and appreciate your
      support for as long as it lasted.) You can do so on this page.
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		Also: Because The Marginalian is well into its second decade and because I write primarily about ideas of timeless nourishment, each Wednesday I dive into the archive and resurface from among the thousands of essays one worth resavoring. Subscribe to this free midweek pick-me-up for heart, mind, and spirit below — it is separate from the standard Sunday digest of new pieces:
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		The Marginalian participates in the Bookshop.org and Amazon.com affiliate programs, designed to provide a means for sites to earn commissions by linking to books. In more human terms, this means that whenever you buy a book from a link here, I receive a small percentage of its price, which goes straight back into my own colossal biblioexpenses. Privacy policy. (TLDR: You're safe — there are no nefarious "third parties" lurking on my watch or shedding crumbs of the "cookies" the rest of the internet uses.)


    
			


	    
    



  